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YOR THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRaL INT#:LIGENCE 


BJECT: Letter from the Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, dated 27 September 1951. 


‘Reference letter transmits information furnished by 


. deals wil 
25X1 + This information +s~in—regerd—~o 


@ possible split in the Politburo caused by opposed desires for war and 


peace and with the possible development of a "collosal thing" whicn 
the informant believes to be some kind of a super weapon. The Bureau - 
advises that the informant has provided reliable and valuable information 
in the past. It is difficult, however, to properly evaluate the infor- 
mation provided without more information in regard to the source and the 
Subsource. Certain general comments, however, can be made. 
For more than a decade an outward appearance of unanimity has been 
‘naintained in the Politburo and it is, therefore, impossible to 
evaluate the various rumors concerning alleged splits on matters of 
policy within this body. Although it is extremely unlikely, a well- 
developed difference of opinion could exist for some time even with 
“Stalin on the side in mumerical minority. This split, however, would 
# continue pending final policy determination by Stalin. The Politburo 
is composed of individuals hand-picked by Stalin for both loyalty and 
ability. They owe their advancement to his favor alone and continue in 
office by his sufferance. The seemingly best reports on Politburo 
procedures indicate that a measure of discussion on any particular 


matter may occur; but once Stalin has spoken, the matter is decided. 


Approved For Release 2003/05/05 : CIA-RDP80R01731R002900430049-5 


25 


Pree. Release 2003/05/05 : CURD SDR 00 2p00d sous 2 


Pa a 


opfhis decision determines the fature party line and the ranks are once 
‘hore closed. The history of the Commnist party shows that cliques 


naintaiging a difference of opinion are not tolerated. 
G. Malenkov is undoubtedly the most important individual under 
Stalin on Communist Party organizational matters and pernaps internal 
affairs in general. However, Molotey apparently is Stalin's first 
lieutemant on matters of foreign policy. It is believed that in the 
event of Stalin's death, Molotov would be Stalin's titular successor, 
probably ruling through a triumvirate of himself, Malenkov and Beriya, and 
that no drastic change in policy would immediately result. It is unlikely 
that a ehange of mind on Malenkov's part would influence Stalin to tne 
extent suggested in the report. 
There are certain apparent contradictions in the information contained 
in the attached letters. 
i. While the informant claims there was a suacthende najority 
desiring war with the United States now, he adds tuat "The 
Soviets have. not given up the idea of peace and if the 
igevisize are ‘earnest and the Soviets can believe the americans, 
they still desire peace". Although the informant does not 80 
state, this seeming contradiction might be somewhat lessened 
by the fact that the Politburo while desiring peace could 
possibly feel that there was a growing neceasity for 
“preventive war", 
2. It is stated that two-thirds of the Politburo are said to 
desire war now with the United States. Members of this group 


"do not desire to cause trouble in Europe but are in favor of 
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Pin the East, including India, Indochina, 


: Jmdonesia, Maleya, the Philippines, and Burma". (This would appear 
| “Seto be not a desire for "hot® wer, but rather a continuation 
and extension of the present ‘Neold® war. If the Politburo 
actually wished to embark on an all-out war, it would probably 
Man be necessary fo move iam Europe or intercede in the Korean war 
on an extensive overt basis. It should be obvioas to the 
i Politburo that. an all-out war could not be confined to Asia. 

3. It is further stated that "another one-third of the Politburo, 
headed by Stalin, believes that it would be better for the 
Communist world not to have war for twenty or twenth-five 
years". Tris may well be Stalin's idea, but again it should 
be pointed out that the alleged differences in the Politburo 
are not caused by a desire for war or peace, but rather by the 
desire of one faction to continue and extend the cold war and 
desire of the other faction to possible peace into a protracted 
period of relative quiet and non aggression. 

4. It should be further noted that the supposed viewpoint of the 
conservative third of the Politburo is curious in content, 

i.e. "They believe that capitalism is dead" and further believe 
"that it would be better for the Communist world not to have 
war for twenty or twenty-five years". If capitalism is dead, 
why one even in twenty or twenty-five years? 
ee 5. Furthermore, the informant's warning that if the United States 
oe a "keeps making trouble*®, Stalin will "consent to war" is) 


particularly open to suspicion asa plant. 
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_ Rew atomic weapen or possibly te the "hydrogen bomb". It sounds 
eminiscent of Hitler's "secrepiweapons™. The Office of Scientific 
Intelligence, Cla, is unimpressed by this reference and knows of no 


such weapon in preparation within the USSR. 
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